Protest Note

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar files a
strong protest to the Office of the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in
Yangon against the unprecedented Statement of the UN Country Team in
Myanmar issued on United Nations Day.

The Statement, which is found to be very negative, deliberately
ignores the successful conclusion of the National Convention which has adopted
basic principles for a new constitution as well as the economic development and
the gains made in various sectors, such as education, health, transportation, etc.
The Country Team should realize that there could be much better gains without the
sanctions imposed upon Myanmar by some countries.

The Ministry is extremely disappointed by the Country Team's
intention to issue the Statement and its failure to inform the Ministry of its
contents prior to its release. The Ministry always responds to the Country Team's
concerns and, therefore, the Country Team should have avoided such a Statement
to express its concerns. It has jeopardized the good working relations existing
between the Ministry and the Country Team.

The Statement harms Myanmar's image despite its all-out cooperation
with UN, and gives wrong message to the international community.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Nay Pyi Taw.
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